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CONFIDENTIAL KUWAIT 0079 
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TAGS: PFOR ENRG KU US 

SUBJ: KUWAITI REACTION TO SECRETARY'S BUSINESS WEEK INTERVIEW 

1. DURING MY CALL ON FONMIN SABAH AL- AHMAD JAN 6 CONVERSATION 
TURNED TO SECRETARY'S INTERVIEW IN "BUSINESS WEEK". SABAH 
(WHO ALSO IS ACTING MININFORMATION) SAID HE HAD PARRIED INSISTENT 
PRESS INQUIRIES RE GOK REACTION TO SECRETARY'S REMARKS ON 
POSSIBILITY OF US MILITARY ACTION, BECAUSE GOK HAD NO WISH 
FURTHER STIR THE POT. HOWEVER, HE OPINED, THOSE EUROPEANS 
HAD RIGHT ANSWER WHO HAD DISASSOCIATED THEMSELVES FROM THESE 
STATEMENTS. PERSONALLY. SABAH WENT ON, HE WAS NOT WORRIED BY 
THEM BUT CONSIDERED THEM REGRETTABLE, HARMFUL AND UNNECESSARY. 
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2. 1 ASKED FONMIN IF HE HAD READ ACCURATE TEXTS OF SECRETARY'S 
STATEMENTS ON SUBJECT. SABAH REPLIED HE HAD INDEED; HE HAD 
STUDIED THEM FULLY AND CAREFULLY, INCLUDING CLARIFICATIONS. OF 
COURSE MANY STATES, HE OBSERVED, ESPECIALLY LARGE ONES SUCH AS 
US, PLANNED FOR EVERY CONTINGENCY. "WE ARE NOT CHILDREN NOT 
TO KNOW THAT.” ALL THE MORE REASON, HE SAID, NOT TO MAKE 
ULTIMATE AND MOST REMOTE CONTINGENCY A PUBLIC ISSUE. 

3. 1 SAID IT DID NOT STRIKE ME AT ALL THAT SECRETARY WAS MAKING 
POSSIBILITY OF US MILITARY ACTION A PUBLIC ISSUE. SECRETARY HAD 
ADDRESSED HYPOTHETICAL QUESTION IN ALL HONESTY AND CANDOR. I 
RECALLED THAT FROM VERY OUTSET OF HIS PRESIDENCY, PRESIDENT FORD 
HAD PROMISED OPEN ADMINISTRATION, AND TO BE RESPONSIVE TO 
OBVIOUSLY DEEP DESIRE OF AMERICAN PEOPLE TO BE TOLD WHAT OUR 
LEADERS WERE THINKING AND DOING. SECRETARY HAD BEEN RELENT- 
LESSLY PURSUED BY PRESS AND HAD RESPONDED WITH CLEAR AND PER 
FECTLY REASONABLE POSITION ON HYPOTHETICAL SITUATION. KUWAITI 
FONMIN SAID NEVERTHELESS MIDEAST GOING THROUGH AGONIZINGLY 
SENSITIVE PERIOD, AND IT WAS WRONG TO AIR THOUGHTS OF MILITARY 
FORCE AT SUCH A TIME. 

4. 1 TOLD SABAH I THOUGHT HE WAS RIGHT IN AVOIDING PUBLIC 
COMMENT ON "BUSINESS WEEK" INTERVIEW. IN FACT, I ADDED, 

SEEMED TO ME GOK PUBLIC POSTURE IN GENERAL HAD BEEN NOTABLY 
AND AGREEABLY RESTRAINED IN RECENT MONTHS IN COMPARISON WITH 
PAST. SABAH REPLIED HE HAD INSTITUTED WEEKLY PRESS BRIEFINGS WITH 
CLEAR RULES ON ATTRIBUTION, ETC., AND THESE SEEMED TO BE WORKING 
OUT QUITE WELL. FONMIN WOUND UP WITH PLEA FOR "WISDOM" AND UTMOST 
DISCRETION ON EVERYBODY'S PART DURING THESE CRITICAL TIMES. 
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